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are known as short 60s have few if any fibres in them
which are equal in length to the average which is
necessary in order to spin a good 60s, and they can
only be used for thick weft yarns up to about 30s counts.

Through this course of events it has come about
that 60s is an arbitrary term for a recognised diameter
of fibre; and now for almost all qualities there is a
certain fineness of hair which is accepted as the standard
for that quality, although it may be impossible to spin
the top to counts equal to the number under which it
is sold.

In woollen yarns we have seen that the individual
fibres are allowed and even helped to curl and contract
as much as possible, the waviness of the fibre in the
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grease being exaggerated by the nature of the processes,                         ; I \
to such an extent, that any single fibre may not extend                       "4
for more than half its own length along a thread, but                      ^   ;, .
may lie in a position analogous to Fig. 76, A.                                      j:  ;
In fine worsted spinning it is exactly the contrary,                       >  t;
and if it be clearly understood that quality without                      j   ,
equivalent  length  is  absolutely  useless  for  spinning                     JT ,
fine Botany yarns, it explains the necessity for a comber                       ,, k
to obtain the greatest possible length of top from every                      J( |
lot he combs,  because every  additional quarter-inch                      1 (i
of average length adds to the spinning power and value                      ;  I
of the top and to the proportionate price which the                      |;M|
1                     topmaker  will  get  from the  spinner.   As the fibres                      * if
come from a worsted card they lie much as they do in
a woollen sliver, but each succeeding worsted process
!                  tends to stretch and straighten them to such an extent,